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TAIEX-ECRAN Sub-Regional Workshop on Appropriate

Assessment on Turkish Pilot Site (Natura 2000)

Workshop I: Screening (Stage I of Appropriate Assessment)

Topic: Data needed for AA (both on project and the sites)

Ankara, Republic of Turkey, 12 – 14 November 2014

This Project is funded by the European Union

A project implemented by Human Dynamics Consortium

What type of data do we need for 

appropriate assessment?

•Reliable data concerning assessed project

•Data concerning target features

• Habitats

• Species

•Data concerning other projects likely to affect assessed

site(s) (cumulative effects)
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Reliable data concerning assessed project

Data concerning possible impacts

- during construction

- during operation

- during dismantling (at temporary constructions)

How old data are acceptable?

•Actual data to learn status of target features likely to be

affected

•Older data (if available) to learn trends of target features

likely to be affected
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Is it necessary to organize extensive or 

focused research on the site? Pros and cons.

• Extensive research could bring comprehensive data about

ecological linkages in the ecosystems

• Extensive research could bring plenty of data but

sometimes without benefit for appropriate assessment

• Extensive research is expensive and time-consuming

→ More efficient is the research focused on target features

only

Where could we obtain appropriate data? 

•From targeted field research (the best option)

•From local biologists, E-NGOs (good knowledge of the site

versus questionable value of data)

•From publications (could be too old or focused on other

targets)

•From databases, if available (see the following slides)
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Role of databases

Pros

•Long term gathering of data – trends

•Non-published data are not lost

Cons

•Good databases tempt to avoid field examination

Role of databases – maps (example – Sněžka Mountain)
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Role of databases – maps (example – Sněžka Mountain)

Role of databases – maps (example – Sněžka Mountain)
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Role of databases – maps (example – Sněžka Mountain)

Role of databases – species (examples)
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Role of databases – species (examples)

Role of databases - species (examples)
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Role of databases - species (examples)

Essential and  non-essential data

Essential (obligatory)

•Area of habitats – target features

•Density of populations – target features

•Ecological relations of target features

Non-essential

•Comprehensive information about biodiversity

•Information on other species e.g. from Red lists, 

endemic species, protected species on national level
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Essential and  non-essential data (Standard 

Data Form - SDF)

Essential and  non-essential data (Standard 

Data Form - SDF)

• SDF contains basic description of the site, information

could be too old for AA

• SDF does not show distribution of habitats needed for AA

• Site assessment (A/B/C) of the habitats and species:

serves as qualitative ranking of sites, cannot be used for

AA

• Data from SDF are not much useful for Appropriate

Assessment → need for additional data


