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River Basins
Hydrogeological map

44 000 m2 or 57%  larger than its land 
territory 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Water 
Administration, 2016

Drini-Buna river basin      19,582 km²
Vjosa river basin                4,365 km² 
Mati river basin                   2441 km²
Ishem-Erzen river basin      1439 km²  
Shkumbin river basin          2445 km²  
Seman river basin               6203 km²



WFD 2000/60/EC Requirements 

• Co-ordination of water protection management based on river basin
• Assigning all groundwater to river basin
• Establishment of a river basin management plan for the whole river 

basin
• Information and consultation of the public and interested parties
• Reporting to the Commission



Need for Technology 

• Improving performance of water utilities
• Building wastewater treatment plants – secondary treatment 
• Rehabilitation of aged irrigation channels
• Improve monitoring system
• Water cadaster 



Need for 
Technology 

• 57 water utilities, Municipal owned (only 48 have 
a valid license to operate)

Performance indicator 2014 Performance trend Good performance 
Water supply coverage 80,8 = n/a
Sewerage coverage 51 = 75%
Hours supply 12,1 18
Total cost coverage 87 80%
O&M Coverage 22 100%
Collection rate 91 82%
Staff efficiency 8,9 4  6  10
Non-revenue water 67,2 ≈ 30%
Metering ration 61,2 85%



WWTPs

WWTP Population served 
Kavaja 25000
Lezha 60000
Saranda 32000
Shiroka 12000
Durres 113000
Pogradec 40000
korca 52000
Vlora 181346
Tirana 756675
Velipoja 54000

Population in Albania  2 821 977 

Population served with WWTPs 
1030692



Management issues 

• Establishment of Integrated Policy Management Group for Water 
(including 4 thematic groups)

• National Sector Programme for water sector to be prepared 
• Legal framework on water management under preparation in full 

compliance
• Pilot river basin management plans on going
• National Water Cadaster under establishement 
• National Action Programme on Climate Change prepared
• National Action Programme on Environment Protection prepared 

(second phase)  under Barcelona Convention 
• Staff being qualified 



Governance and Funding 

• Building an integrated sustainable financial system for 
water 

• Revising the water tariffs (user’s fee)
• Strengthening the national inspectorate for water
• River basin agencies to be financially self-sustained 
• Establishing the environmental fund



Thank you!!
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