
ECRAN Regional Workshop, 
WFD 2000/60/EC

Barriers, Needs,Challenges related to the 
WFD implementation in 

Albania

Sarajevo, July 2016
Technical Secretariat of National Water Council

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Water 
Administration



River Basins
Hydrogeological map

44 000 m2 or 57%  larger than its land 
territory 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Water 
Administration, 2016

Drini-Buna river basin      19,582 km²
Vjosa river basin                4,365 km² 
Mati river basin                   2441 km²
Ishem-Erzen river basin      1439 km²  
Shkumbin river basin          2445 km²  
Seman river basin               6203 km²



Compliance with the WFD 2000/60/EC

• Law 111/2012 on Integrated Water Resources Management
• Respective by laws currently under preparation 
• National strategy on Integrated Water Resources Management to be 

finalized by 2016
• River basin management plans (pilot cases) under preparation: 

 Drin –Buna basin
 Seman basin
 Vjosa basin (Characterization of the river basin only) 
 Shkumbin basin 

• Floods Directive to be transposed (by-law under adoption phase)
• WWT Directive to be transposed, (by-law under adoption phase)
• DCMs for the list of priority substances and quality norms for aquatic 

environment both adopted 
• Nitrates Directive not yet transposed



Barriers towards full implementation 

• Regular Monitoring 
 Rivers 35 monitoring stations
 Lakes: 3 lakes 
 Bathing waters: 71 stations 
 Groundwater: 41 stations

Environmental status report yearly produced by the National Environmental 
Agency 

• Financing
 Budget allocation for monitoring reduced during last years
 Equipment are expensive 
 Lack of available and public historical data 
 Socio-economic status of the country 
 Investments are expensive



Needs toward full implementation  
Not everything 

that can be 
counted counts, 

and not 
everything that 
counts can be 

counted.

• Monitoring and Reliable Data Analyses  
• Strong river basin authorities 
• Clear mandates of water – related institutions at all levels 
• Completed legal framework 
• Water use fees collection and proper interventions 



Challenges 
• Improve water supply and sanitation services; 
• Increasee the water utilities efficiency in urban and rural 

areas by applying the principle of full cost recovery, 
• Review of the tariff structure; 
• Reorganise water utilities in compliance with the new

territorial reform; 
• Construction of wastewater treatment plants in 

accordance with the National Master Plan for Water 
Supply and Sewerage



Challenges 
• Rehabilitation and modernization of the existing 

infrastructure related to irrigation, drainage and flood 
protection; 

• Demand based management; 
• Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early 

warning systems; 
• Use of knowledge, innovation and education to build a 

culture of safety and resilience at all levels; 
• Strengthening of disaster preparedness for effective 

response at all levels



• Preparation and implementation of the river basin 
management plans; 

• Monitoring the water users, river basin – based; 
• Strengthening the role and responsibilities of the institutions 

at local levels; 
• Establishment and maintenance of the electronic national 

water cadaster; 
• Rehabilitation of the damaged river beds. 

Challenges 



“ROME WASN’T BUILT IN A DAY”
This expression functions as an injunction or plea for someone to be patient. This phrase was a

French proverb in the late 1100s but was not recorded in English until 1545.



Thank you!!
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