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Institutions:

 According to the Dayton Agreement, the implementation of the environmental policy 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is within the competence of the Entities and the 
District Government in Brčko District. The BiH Coordinating Committee for 
Environment was established in 1998 by the decisions of the Entity Goverments. It 
had the task of harmonizing and coordinating environment policy at the level of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina,

 Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economics Relations is responsibile, along with the 
entity level Ministries - Ministry of Physical Planning, Civil Engeneering and Ecology 
RS and Ministry for environment and toursm FBiH and Department for Communal 
Works in Brčko District, for the international obligation of BiH in the field of 
environment protection,

 Responsibility for obligation under the UNFCCC (UN Framework Convention of 
Climate Change) and development of the INC (Initial National Communication) rests 
with the UNFCCC Focal point – Ministry of Physical Planning, Civil Engeneering and 
Ecology RS.
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Obsereved and projected climate change impact on water sector:

 Considerable water resources,

 Two mayor river basins: Sava and Adratic basin,

 Water sector suffers from poor and degradated infrastructure and lack of investment

 Predicted changes in rainfall volumes and distribution (both spatial and seasonal), 
combinated with rises in temperature and evaporation, more extreme events (floods 
and droughts), lead to less water during summer period.
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Documents:

 Laws – Water Laws, Environment protection Laws, other

 Second National Communication of BiH under the United Nation Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, 2013,

 Climate change adaptation and low-emission development strategy for BiH, 2013,

 ICPDR: Danube Study – Climate Change Adaptation, 2010-2012,

 Strategy of Integrated Water Management in RS and Strategy of Water Management in FBiH, 

 Sava Commission: Sava River Management Plan,

 River Basin Management Plan for River Sava District – in procedure of public consultation,

 others

 BiH ratified the UNFCCC in 2000. Followinfg the ratification, BiH has made a serious effort to 
establish appropriate political, institutional and legal frameworks to meet the commitments of the 
convention,

 BiH ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 2007.

 2010. submitted its Initial National Communication under the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change to the UNFCCC Secretariat,

 others
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Adaptive capacity of Water Sector:

 Lack of hydrological modelling, which makes it very difficult to determine to potential 

implication of climate change for uses such as energy, drinking water, irrigation and 

detailed vulnerability assessments, maps and risk charts of the treat of flooding using 

GIS techniques,

 Lack of high-water early warning systems for flooding based on comprehensive, real-

time data,

 Lack of investments in water supply systems, resulting in high levels of leaks and 

losses,

 Lack of flood protection measures,

 Generally – climate change issues are not adequat integrated into water sector 

policies and programs,
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Adaptation approaches in water sector
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Funds for implementation Climate change adaptation and low-emission development 

strategy for BiH:

 Private sector,

 Co-financing,

 Public-private partnership,

 Donor assisstance and loans

 Budgets
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Constraints:

 Institutional: absence of both vertical and horizontal cooperation and coordination 

among competent institutions,

 Financial: lack of utilisation of financial instruments for environment protection,

 Human resources: shortage of persolnnel educated in the field of environment 

protection


