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Introduction

• Introduction – EUTR in the Czech Republic

• From September 2013 the checks on operators are running

• Competent auhorities are set in the National legislation

• Act.226
• Ministry of Agriculture
• Forests Management Institute
• Regional Authorities
• Customs office

• Sanctions:

• placing the illegal timber on the market
• not fullfilling the DDS
• not cooperating during the check

• In 2015: over 100 domestic checks, 30 importers

• M

Introduction – checks in 2015

BO - Bolívie, 0.22%

BR - Brazílie, 0.80%

BY - Bělorusko, 
0.07%

HN - Honduras, 
1.30%

CA - Kanada, 0.29%

CN - Čína, 11.86%

CH - Švýcarsko, 0.14%

ID - Indonésie, 1.45%

IL - Izrael, 0.07%

MY - Malajsie, 0.22%

OM - Omán, 0.22%

PE - Peru, 0.07%

RU - Ruská federace, 
12.73%

TW - Tchaj-wan, 0.07%

UA - Ukrajina, 68.55%

US - Spojené státy 
americké, 1.95%

Země původu

BO - Bolívie

BR - Brazílie

BY - Bělorusko

HN - Honduras

CA - Kanada

CN - Čína

CH - Švýcarsko

ID - Indonésie

IL - Izrael

MY - Malajsie

OM - Omán

PE - Peru

RU - Ruská federace

TW - Tchaj-wan

UA - Ukrajina

US - Spojené státy americké
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Introduction – imports in 2015

• Summary from the Customs information:

• Bosnia
• Sawn timber (Oak and Beech species)

• Furniture

• Pallets

• Macedonia
• Sawn timber (Beech species)

• Furniture

• Particle boards

• Pallets

Introduction – imports in 2015

• Not official data, only summary from the Customs information:

• Serbia
• Sawn timber (Ash, Beech, Oak, False Acacia)

• Joinery and carpentry timber

• Prefabricated buildings

• Timber flooring

• Furniture

• Fuel timber – billets

• Particle boards

• Transportation pallets

• Turkey
• Sawn timber, veneer (Beech, Oak, species, coniferous species)

• Furniture

• Particle boards

• Transportation pallets
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Introduction – role of the certification

• Certificates (CoC, 
FSC, PEFC) are the
key part of DDS

• In accordance with
EUTR: 

• „(19)In order to recognise good 
practice in the forestry sector, 
certification or other third party 
verified schemes that include 
verification of compliance with 
applicable ĺegislation may be used in 

the risk assessment procedure.“

• Our experience:
• Serbia

• Bosnia and Herzegovina

• Both covered by CoC
(FSC)

Introduction – role of the certification
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Background – main reasons for Guidelines

• Legislative aspect - EUTR

„Article 13 

Technical assistance, guidance and exchange of information 

1. Without prejudice to the operators’ obligation to exercise due diligence under Article 
4(2), Member States, assisted by the Commission where appropriate, may provide 
technical and other assistance and guidance to operators, taking into account the 
situation of small and medium-sized enterprises, in order to facilitate compliance with the 
requirements of this Regulation, in particular in relation to the implementation of a due 
diligence system in accordance with Article 6. 

2. Member States, assisted by the Commission where appropriate, may facilitate the 
exchange and dissemination of relevant information on illegal logging, in particular with a 
view to assisting operators in assessing risk as set out in Article 6(1)(b), and on best 
practices regarding the implementation of this Regulation. 

3. Assistance shall be provided in a manner which avoids compromising the 
responsibilities of competent authorities and preserves their independence in 
enforcing this Regulation. „

Background – main reasons for Guidelines

• Legislative aspect – national law

• Act on placing timber and timber products on the market:

„Section 10

Authorised person

shall provide technical assistance and consultancy to operators and facilitate the 
exchange and dissemination of relevant information on illegal logging.“

• Authorised person checks operators and MO´s

• FMI
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Background – situation in forest sector

• Statistical aspect 

• 2,7 mil ha of forests in the Czech Republic

• Information on Forests in the Czech Republic 2014:

• Forest ownership:

• State Forests 59,62%

• Communal and Municipal Forests 16,92%

• Forests owned by individuals 19,25%

• Others (legal persons, religious entities…)

• Over 280 000 forest owners are identified (31/12/2014) 

• small owners up to 50 ha

• Over 280 000 forest owners are identified (31

• Definition of SME and Small forest owner

Background - Role of the certification

• PEFC

• PEFC Czech republic: 1.883.149 ha

• Communal and Municipal Forests

• Forests of the Czech republic, Military forests

• FSC Czech republic: 1.*** ha

• Not so relevant among forest owners

• Timber trade and processing companies
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Background – sources of illegality in the risk 
assessment

• Operator should be aware of the most common sources of illegality under the
Act on Forests (Forest Act):

• planned main felling in forests under 80 years of age

• felling beyond the scope of the approved plan

• deliberately exceed approved decenal volume of felling

• area of clear felling must not exceed one hectare

• unauthorized felling in an amount exceeding 3 m3 per hectare (forest owners
under 50 Ha)

• and under the Act on Nature protection:

• cutting outside of the forest without proper announcement to the authorities

• or without permission

Guidelines

• were made by the FMI right after national legislation came into force (2013)

• have been used for almost three years now

• are not legally-binding 

• operators can choose when they want to use them or not

• are not advertised

• publicly available at FMI web 

• controllers may recommend them to operator if no DDS was in place

• are not perfect and unchangeable – have been modified several times and will be in 
future due to new experiences

• ARE NOT DDS, just a template to help small companies with redundant administrative 
burden!
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Guidelines template for small domestic operators

• We have prepared three templates of Guidelines, depending on the type of
operator

• Forest owners up to 50 Ha of forest (personal ownership)

• Forest owners over 50 Ha (obliged to have Forest management plan (supervised by 
government forest administration)

• Forest owners with also non-forest production (municipalities mostly)

• Applicable legislation depends on the type of operator:

• Act No 289/1995 ON FORESTS 

• Act No. 114/1992 ON NATURE PROTECTION

• A ministerial decree 189/2013 ON THE PROTECTION OF TREE SPECIES AND 
PERMITTING THEIR FELLING

Guidelines template for small domestic operators
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Guidelines template for small domestic operators

• Guideline is like 9 pages document assisting the operator with:

• Understanding the main terms and definitions

• Getting to know the basic legislation and the applicable legislation

• Fulfilling the requirements of the regulation on due diligence

• Organizing the processes by the operator to comply with the EUTR (risk assessment
and mitigation mostly)

Guidelines structure – legislation, terms and 
definition
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Guidelines structure – obligations of the operator

Guidelines structure – information gathering
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Guidelines structure – information gathering

Guidelines structure – risk assessment
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Guidelines structure – risk assessment

Guidelines structure – risk mitigation

– Operator should know:

• What is the procedure if accidentally logging is

made outside of the legislation frame

• What to to with „illegally harvested“ timber
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Guidelines structure – annexes

Conclusions

• Take into consideration:

• Differences between domestic operator and importer

• Sources of illegality in the domestic forestry sector

• Importance of the assistance to SME

• EUTR outcomes:

• DDS as a tool of minimizing the risk of illegality

• Certification schemes as a common ground both for operators and CAs

• Further adressing the domestic illegality issues

• Information sharing
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