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 This Project is funded by the European Union

A project implemented by Human Dynamics Consortium

IUCN … over 1,300 Members, 11500 scientific experts in 

6 thematic Commissions and 1,000 staff.

IUCN Members within a country or region may choose to 

organize themselves into National and Regional 

Committees to facilitate cooperation among Members, 

and with other parts of the Union, and to support the 

participation of Members in the Programme and 

governance of IUCN.

The IUCN Council is the principal governing body of 

IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, in 

between sessions of the World Conservation Congress -

the general assembly of the Union's members.

Accountable to the IUCN Council, the Secretariat is led 

by a Director General. The Secretariat has a 

decentralized structure with regional, outpost, country 

and project offices around the world.
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Selection of priorities emerging from the 

IUCN World Parks Congress 2014
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GROWTH OF NATIONAL PROTECTED AREAS
1911-2011

Raising 

the bar 

for 

conserving

nature

Protected areas 

must progress, NOT 

REGRESS

Protected areas 

must be established 

in the right places

Improve QUALITY: 

protected areas 

need to be effective

Include areas 

conserved by 

private, indigenous 

peoples, and local 

communities

Increase CAPACITY 

to address novel 

threats
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Riding the 

wave  for 

marine

Urgently increase 

the ocean area that 

is effectively and 

equitably managed

Invest in large-scale 

marine 

management 

initiatives

Protect and manage 

biodiversity in the 

high seas

Improve 

environmental 

standards and 

transparency in 

supply chains

Detect and prevent 

illegal activities 

at sea

Brighten 

the outlook 

for World 

Heritage

Sites  must serve as 

models for effective, 

equitable and 

enduring 

conservation

Sites must improve

Outlook and 

resilience in the 

face of global 

change

Restore the 

credibility and 

integrity of the World 

Heritage Convention

Achieve a credible 

World Heritage List 

by nominating only 

the best sites

Review engagement 

in accordance with a 

rights-based 

approach

Impacts on sites 

may not be 

compensated by 

offsets
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Inspire a 

new 

generation

Launch a global 

campaign to 

connect young 

people to nature 

through PAs

Facilitate  

engagement of youth, 

urban dwellers, and 

other new audiences 

to engage with  

nature

Ensure all children 

have the right to 

experience 

protected areas at 

an early age

Evaluate youth and 

public engagement in 

PAs and its impact on 

health, education, 

and conservation

Scale up networking 

platforms and social 

media for 

connecting people 

with nature

Address 

climate 

change

Promote the full 

recognition of 

ecosystems/PAs to 

respond to climate 

change

Build capacity to 

apply innovative, 

appropriate, and 

context-specific 

measures

Support coalitions 

for collective action 

in the polar regions

Ensure equitable 

participation from 

society, including 

youth, women and 

Indigenous Peoples

Build on traditional 

knowledge in finding 

solutions to climate 

change
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Support 

human life: 

food, water, 

risk 

reduction

Demonstrate the 

value of protected 

area ecosystem 

services to all 

audiences

Apply a rights-based 

approach to 

conservation in 

protected area 

systems 

Promote 

conservation of 

freshwater 

ecosystems and 

enable civil society 

in water governance.

Strengthen spatial 

planning to enhance 

the role and impact 

of protected areas 

Build strong 

evidence, policy and 

practical advice for 

applying ecosystem-

based disaster-risk 

reduction

Identify legal, 

institutional and 

social factors to 

optimize synergy for 

supporting human 

life

Reconcile 

development 

challenges

Anchor PAs in 

environment, 

governance and 

land-use planning 

frameworks

Better understand 

PA financing needs 

and move towards 

long-term 

sustainable 

financing.

Apply spatial 

planning regulation 

to sustain ecological 

processes

Integrate PA values 

into economic 

accounting, and 

measure, account, 

and report 

Establish and 

employ social and 

environmental 

safeguards 

Work with such 

intensive land and 

sea-use industries 

to deploy 

sustainability 

standards.
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PARKS

PLANETPEOPLE


