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European Directives and 
Regulations

Directives

• A directive is a legal act of the 
European Union which requires 
member states to achieve a 
particular result without dictating 
the means of achieving that 
result. It can be distinguished 
from regulations which are self-
executing and do not require any 
implementing measures. 
Directives normally leave 
member states with a certain 
amount of leeway as to the exact 
rules to be adopted. Directives 
can be adopted by means of a 
variety of legislative procedures 
depending on their subject 
matter

Regulations
• A regulation is a legal act of the European 

Union that becomes immediately 
enforceable as law in all member states 
simultaneously. Regulations can be 
distinguished from directives which, at 
least in principle, need to be transposed 
into national law. 

• Regulations can be adopted by means of a 
variety of legislative procedures 
depending on their subject matter
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Waste Framework Directive

• Exclusions

• Definitions

• Waste hierarchy

• By-products vs end-of-waste

• List of waste
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Definitions

• Waste oils and bio-waste
• Holder, producer, dealer, broker, etc.
• Prevention, re-use, recovery, recycling, regeneration and disposal

‘hazardous waste’ means 
waste which displays one or more of the hazardous properties listed 

in Annex III;

‘waste’ means 
any substance or object which the holder discards or

intends or 
is required to discard
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WEEE Directive

• Scope

• Definitions

• Collection and treatment

• Recovery targets

• Inspection and shipments

• Penalties

• Transposition 
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Scope

• measures to protect the environment and human health by preventing or 
reducing the adverse impacts of the generation and management of waste 
from electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE)

• This Directive shall apply to electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) as 
follows: 

(a) from 13 August 2012 to 14 August 2018 (transitional period), subject to 
paragraph 3, to EEE falling within the categories set out in Annex I. Annex 
II contains an indicative list of EEE which falls within the categories set out 
in Annex I; 

(b) from 15 August 2018, subject to paragraphs 3 and 4, to all EEE. All EEE 
shall be classified within the categories set out in Annex III. Annex IV 
contains a non-exhaustive list of EEE which falls within the categories set 
out in Annex III (open scope).
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• See the annexes I II, III and IV and article 2 for 
which WEEE is under or not (yet) under the 
scope of the Directive

• And in which category it’s mentioned 

• Be keen on the transitional period
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Definitions, Article 3

• ‘electrical and electronic equipment’ or ‘EEE’ means equipment which is 
dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields in order to work 
properly and equipment for the generation, transfer and measurement of 
such currents and fields and designed for use with a voltage rating not 
exceeding 1 000 volts for alternating current and 1 500 volts for direct 
current;

• ‘waste electrical and electronic equipment’ or ‘WEEE’ means electrical or 
electronic equipment which is waste within the meaning of Article 3(1) of 
Directive 2008/98/EC, including all components, sub-assemblies and 
consumables which are part of the product at the time of discarding;
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• ‘WEEE from private households’ means WEEE which comes from private 
households and WEEE which comes from commercial, industrial, 
institutional and other sources which, because of its nature and quantity, 
is similar to that from private households. Waste from EEE likely to be 
used by both private households and users other than private households 
shall in any event be considered to be WEEE from private households;

• In addition, the definitions of ‘hazardous waste’, ‘collection’, ‘separate 
collection’, ‘prevention’, ‘re-use’, ‘treatment’, ‘recovery’, ‘preparing for re-
use’, ‘recycling’ and ‘disposal’ laid down in Article 3 of Directive 
2008/98/EC shall apply.
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Collection and treatment

• Seperate collection (art 5)

• Specifics for disposal and transport (art 6)

• Collection rates (art 7)

• Proper treatment (art 8)
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Recovery targets

• Targets mentioned in article 11 and Annex V

• Depending on sort of WEEE and in which category

• Depending on transitional phase
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Inspection and shipments

• Shipments out of EU should be in compliance with 1013/2006 
and 1418/2007

• According minium requirements mentioned in Annex VI for 
EEE suspected as WEEE
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Annex VI

• Copy invoice/ contract stated items used for direct re-use and 
is fully functional

• Testing/ functionality documents

• Declaration that NONE of the items is waste

• Appropriate protection against damage during transport, 
loading and unloading through suffcient packaging/ stacking
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Penalties

• The Member States shall lay down the rules on penalties 
applicable to infringements

• The penalties provided must be effective, proportionate and 
dissuasive. 
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European Waste List (2000/532/EC)
amendement 2014/955/EU

• Identify the source generating the waste in Chapters 01 to 12 or 17 to 20 and identify 
the appropriate six-digit code of the waste (excluding codes ending with 99 of these 
chapters). Note that a specific production unit may need to classify its activities in 
several chapters

• If no appropriate waste code can be found in Chapters 01 to 12 or 17 to 20, the 
Chapters 13, 14 and 15 must be examined to identify the waste.

• If none of these waste codes apply, the waste must be identified according to Chapter 
16.

• If the waste is not in Chapter 16 either, the 99 code (wastes not otherwise specified) 
must be used in the section of the list corresponding to the activity identified in step 
one.
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Waste in chapter 1-12 of 17-

20?

Waste in 13-15?

Waste in 16?

Use the relevant proces 

and searched the best 

code without using the 

‘99’ digit

Relevant proces not available?

Use the ‘99’digit of the code

A

B

C

D

E
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European Waste List
(2000/532/EC)

Any waste marked with an asterisk (*) is considered as a hazardous 

waste pursuant to Article 1(4), first indent, of Directive 91/689/EEC 

on hazardous waste, and subject to the provisions of that Directive 

unless Article 1(5) of that Directive applies.
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Chapters of the list

01 Wastes resulting from exploration, mining, dressing and further treatment of minerals and quarry

02 Wastes from agricultural, horticultural, hunting, fishing and aquacultural primary production, food preparation and

processing

03 Wastes from wood processing and the production of paper, cardboard, pulp, panels and furniture

04 Wastes from the leather, fur and textile industries

05 Wastes from petroleum refining, natural gas purification and pyrolytic treatment of coal

06 Wastes from inorganic chemical processes

07 Wastes from organic chemical processes

08 Wastes from the manufacture, formulation, supply and use (MFSU) of coatings (paints, varnishes and vitreous

enamels), adhesives, sealants and printing inks

09 Wastes from the photographic industry

10 Inorganic wastes from thermal processes

11 Inorganic metal-containing wastes from metal treatment and the coating of metals, and non-ferrous hydrometallurgy

12 Wastes from shaping and surface treatment of metals and plastics

13 Oil wastes (except edible oils, 05 anbd 12)

14 Wastes from organic substances used as solvents (except 07 and 08)

15 Waste packaging; absorbents, wiping cloths, filter materials and protective clothing not otherwise specified

16 Wastes not otherwise specified in the list

17 Construction and demolition wastes (including road construction)

18 Wastes from human or animal health care and/or related research (except kitchen and restaurant wastes not arising

from immediate health care)

19 Wastes from waste treatment facilities, off-site waste water treatment plants and the water industry

20 Municipal wastes and similar commercial, industrial and institutional wastes including separately collected fractions
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EWL code?
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EWL Code?
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The environmental impact

27 november 2015
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Sometimes other topics…..

27 november 2015
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Documents

• Customs document

• Invoice or Packing list

• Testcertificate

• Bill of Lading

• Annex VII

27 november 2015
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Packaging, …
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Refrigerants

•prohibitted

•CFC HCFC

•R11 R22

•R12 R123

•R13 R124

•R14 R142b

•R500 R401a/ R401b

•R502 R402a/ R402b 

•R503 R403a/ R403b

• R408a

• R409a/ 
R409b

•allowed

•HFC Others

•R23 R170

•R32 R290

•R107a R600a

•R125 R717

•R134a R744

•R143a R1270

•R152a R718

•R227ea

•….
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Fake stickers
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© Dutch ILT
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Questions?
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