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Topics: Waste Shipment Regulation and Waste 
Framework Directive

 Waste definition
 Amber list waste/ notification
 Green list waste
 Prohibition
 Waste vs non-waste
 Examples
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Waste Framework 
Directive and Waste 

Shipments Regulation

“Waste’’ means any 

substance or object which

the holder discards or 

intends or is required to 

discard.

“Wastes” are substances 

or objects which are 

disposed of or are

intended to be disposed of 

or are required to be 

disposed of by the

provisions of national law;

Basel Convention
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A waste holder is responsible for classifying the waste.

The TFS legislation obliges competent authorities to have 
an overview and control over transboundary waste

shipments.
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Transfrontier shipments

Transfrontier
shipments

Waste or 
non-waste

Amber list 
waste

Annex IA 
and IB

Green list 
waste

Annex VII

Prohibition

This Project is funded by the European Union Project implemented by Human Dynamics Consortium

Waste annexes to the WSR

Export 

prohibitio

n (art.36)
AmberGreen

Annex IIIAnnex IIIAAnnex IIIB

Part 1: Annex IX BC

Part 2: Additional OECD 

codes

Unclassified 

waste

Mixtures of  

green 

listed waste

Annex IV Annex IVA

Part 1: Annex II and VIII BC

Part 2: Additional OECD 

codes

Annex III waste 

subject to PIC

Annex V

Part 1: 

* List A: Annex VIII BC 

> export prohibition 

* List B: Annex, Annex IX BC 

> no export prohibition 

Part 2: European list of  waste 

2000/532/EC

Part 3:

* List A: Annex II BC

* List B: Appendix 4, part II of  the OECD 

Decision

Only check part 2 and 3, if  the waste is not 

in part 1!
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Amber list (notification procedure)

Amber list 
waste 

procedure

Waste or non-
waste

Green list 
waste

Prohibition

Annex
IV/IVA

Unlisted
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Waste shipped under notification procedure

 General rule: Annex IV and IVA of WSR

 On practical level:
 All mixed waste to recovery in EU/OECD
 All hazardous waste within EU
 All waste to disposal within EU
 Non listed waste within EU
 New Member States – transitional period
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Green list waste (Annex VII)

 General rule: Annex III, IIIA and IIIB

 On pratcical level: clean, not 
contaminated waste:

 metals
 plastics
 paper
 textiles

 For destination outside EU/OECD –
regulation 1418/2007

Green list 
waste

Waste or 
non-waste

Amber list 
waste

Prohibition
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Annex VII document
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Green or not?
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When is it illegal to send waste?

 Amber list waste out of EU/OECD
 Some green list waste to some countries outside

EU/OECD (1418/2007)
 Waste containing constituents prohibited by other

regulations, such as CFCs
Prohibition

Waste or 
non-waste

Green list 
waste

Amber list 
waste
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Typical illegal exports from the Community

 Missing packaging (used goods?)

 Lack of knowledge on the TFS regulation

 ELVs

 WEEE

 Discarded car tyres
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Regulation 1418/2007
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Non-waste

 By-product 

 EoW status

Non-waste

Amber list 
waste

Green list 
waste

Prohibition
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Waste vs non-waste

What kind of indicators can you think of?
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Possible indications (depending on the 
goods/waste streams):

 Intention of the holder

 Composition (contaminated)

 Origin/history

 Functionality/test certificates

 Outdated/expired goods

 Packaging

 Law in place that forbids certain goods? (e.g. CFCs)

 Overall evaluation of the object (damaged, not functioning, 
lacking essential parts, worn..)
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Sources of waste recognition

 Directive 2012/19/EU on waste electrical and electronic equipment
(WEEE Directive)

 Revised Correspondent’s Guidelines No 1 on shipments of waste
electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE)

 Correspondent’s Guidelines No 9 on shipments of waste vehicles

 Basel Convention: Technical guideline on the identification and 
management of used tyres

 Draft technical guidelines on transboundary movements of e-waste 
and used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular 
regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste under the 
Basel Convention 
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Prohibition or 
not?
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True or false?

Waste fluorescent lamps can be shipped 

with a notification

from Finland

to Albania

for recovery?
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Thank you for your attention!

Questions? 


