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SEA Directive 2001/42/EC

• Represents one of the most important international
standards on SEA implementation.

• In power since 2001:
o Most EU countries implemented it until 2004.
o One of the accession criteria for the accession countries.

• Other important international documents:
o Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC
o UNECE SEA Protocol
o ESPOO Convention
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SEA Directive - Objectives

 Provide for a high level of protection of the environment.

 Contribute to integration of environmental considerations
into the preparation and adoption of SPPs.

 Contribute to improving the quality / scope of the basic
information in the decision-making processes.

 Ensure that SEA is implemented, with the aim of
encouraging sustainable development.

 Ensure participation of relevant institutions/public of other
countries in case of trans-boundary impacts of SPPs.
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Scope of SEA
SEA Directive specifies mandatory application of the
SEA for SPPs:

 which are subject to preparation and/or adoption by the
institutions at the national/regional/local level, or which
were prepared in the legislative process of the Parliament
or the Government,

 which are prescribed by legislative, regulatory or
administrative provisions,

 which are prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
energy, industry, transport, waste management, water
management, telecommunications, tourism, urban
planning or land use,
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Scope of SEA
SEA Directive specifies mandatory application of the
SEA for SPPs:

 which set the framework for future approval for the
implementation of projects listed in Annexes I and II of the
Directive 85/337/EEC,

 for which is, given the possible impact on the areas,
determined to require an assessment pursuant to Article 6
or 7 of the Directive 92/43/EEC.

The following SPP are not subject to the SEA Directive:

– SPP, which are used exclusively for the purposes of
national defense or in civil emergency

– SPP relating to finances and budget.
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Scope of SEA
The SEA Directive also stipulates that:

For SPPs that determine the use of small areas at local level
and minor changes to the plans and programs SEA is required
only if the State determines that they could have a significant
impact on the environment.

States determine whether such SPPs could have significant
effects on the environment, by:

 reviewing of individual cases,

 specifying types of plans and programs or

 a combination of both approaches.
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Application of SEA
• SEA is implemented during the preparation of the
SPP, and before its adoption or referral to a legislative
procedure.

• SEA is implemented at different levels of the
hierarchy, with the aim of avoiding assessment
duplication.
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The main elements of the SEA 
Directive

The SEA Directive defines four main elements:

1) Preparation of reports on strategic assessment.

2) Ensuring public participation and public debate.

3) Taking into account the results of the strategic 
assessment and public participation in the decision 
making stage.

4) Providing information on made decisions.
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Trans-boundary consultations

Are carried out only in case of significant trans-boundary
impacts on the area of another country (based on the
conclusions of the State that conducts the SPP or on
application by the State which the SPP affects):

• The State that implements the SPP will send the draft strategic
assessment report.

• The State which the SPP affects declares whether they want to
participate in further proceedings.

• The State that implements the SPP ensures timely and effective
public participation of competent institutions for the
environment and public of the State which the SPP affects.
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SEA and EU funds in the period 
2014 - 2020

• SEA is required for the SPP that set the framework
for the use of EU funds.

• SEA/EIA is an ex-ante condition for the use of EU
funds in the period 2014 - 2020, which is ensured
by:

 effective application of SEA and EIA Directive,

 training and exchange of information for staff involved in
the implementation of these directives

 ensuring effective administrative capacities.
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Thank you for your attention!

Questions, comments…?

Bad planning leads to bad results!
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EVEN AN EXCELENT PLAN CAN STILL HAVE NEGATIVE 
CUMULATIVE EFFECTS WITH OTHER PLANS!

Thank you for your attention!

Questions, comments…?


