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USAID’s Bureau for Europe and Eurasia (E&E) partners to promote resilient 

and democratic societies, strengthen economic growth and energy security, 

and support European-Atlantic integration to realize a region that is whole, 

free, and at peace.

Regional Energy Security Program Objectives

• Objective #1: To diversify energy imports and reduce import dependence of key 

energy-importing countries in Southeast Europe and the Black Sea region.

• Objective #2: To develop a harmonized, effective regulatory framework to promote 

gas supply diversification and related investments as well as an expanded and 

efficient regional gas market in the Athens Energy Community.

• Objective #3: To develop a competitive and transparent regional electricity market 

in the Athens Energy Community that is well integrated with Western Europe’s 

electricity market and progressively expands to include Black Sea countries.

• Objective #4: Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and promote clean energy 

transition.
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Municipal Climate Change Strategies Project - 2012-2016

Objective: Prepare municipalities to deal with the local challenges brought 

about by climate change .

Component I - Community Engagement through the Green Agenda method -

identify environmental issues of greatest concern to the community, develop a 

long-term strategy and identify one small-scale action for the community to 

implement

Component II - Capacity building – provide technical assistance to address identified 

vulnerabilities of the community in implementing the strategy and strengthen its 

overall capacity. 

Component III - Pilot projects - after learning from the implementation of the small-

scale actions, municipalities develop larger pilot project, the first step in their 

longer-term strategy.

Results:

- Ten municipal climate change strategies and action plans

- Over 20 urgent actions and pilot projects in the ten Municipalities

Adaptation to Climate Change in Agriculture - 2012 - 2016

Objective: Promote adaptive simple and cost-effective farm-level agricultural 

practices and raise farmer and general public awareness.

•Component I - CC Adaptive Agricultural Practices - work on testing a set of applicable, 

climate change adaptive measures with 17 beneficiary farmers at 19 orchards, vineyards, 

vegetables and soil loss demonstration plots

– Measures applied: installation of UV protective nets, modification of irrigation practices, 

utilization of various mulching techniques, introduction of cover crops and novelty pruning 

techniques in table grapes, orchards and vegetables

– Significant results achieved: 

• 0% damages from hail in open field vegetable and table grapes production; and 0%  damages from 

sunburns on leaves and fruits in pears; 3% sunburn damages in vineyards 

• 55% higher yield in pear orchards with UV nets compared to uncovered orchards

• 92% reduction of sediment loss in practicing contour soil cultivation technique compared to the 

traditional downslope soil cultivation.

• 89% reduction of soil loss in downslope terrains sowed with cover crops compared to no cover parcels

•Component II - Public Awareness - more than 1300 farmers, local government representatives, 

agriculture extension agents, CSO, journalists, and university students participated in in-door and on-

site workshops, Climate Change Caravan organized in 10 rural areas and in quiz-bowl styled Climate 

Change Contest for students from all 10 agricultural secondary schools. 
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E&E Regional Platform Is Part of the 

LEDS Global Partnership (LEDS-GP)
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The LEDS-GP links practitioners and policymakers through a network of dynamic regional 

platforms and cross-cutting working groups.

It aims to support effective implementation of new LEDS worldwide by national and subnational 

governments.  To achieve this, it harnesses the collective knowledge and resources of its global 

membership—160 countries plus international donor and technical organizations.

PLATFORM
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E&E Regional LEDS Platform 
Participation Options

• General Membership allows access to the 

online database of materials focused on LEDS, 

and members may register to participate in 

workshops, working groups, or other 

partnership activities.

• Steering Committee membership is reserved 

for donors, governments, research institutions, 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and 

industry associations that support work on 

LEDS.

• Working Groups will be created to focus on 

specific LEDS issues in the region.

E&E Regional Platform will 

be working with:

• Donors

• National government ministries and 

agencies

• Municipal and state/provincial 

governments

• Electric and gas utilities

• Energy and environmental NGOs

• Industry associations

• Project developers

• Universities

• Civic groups

• Media…and more

PLATFORM
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Upcoming Activities

• Meeting with potential Steering 

Committee members. Steering 

Committee formation is 

targeted for December 2016.

• Presentation at LEDS side 

event during upcoming COP22 

meeting in Marrakech, 

Morocco.

• Planning and organizing the 

first Annual Meeting of the 

E&E Regional Platform.

• Developing a funding plan to 

support the future work 

program of the E&E Regional 

Platform. 7

How can donors support the E&E 

Regional LEDS Platform:

1. Participate and share best practices 

and lessons learned.

2. Fund working group activities that are  

identified as priorities by the Steering 

Committee. 

3. Engage in developing a funding plan 

for the E&E Platform Secretariat.
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