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Overview of World Bank’s
Climate Adaptation Activities

in the Western Balkans
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on Climate Change Adaptation

Skopje (FYRM)  │  September 6, 2016

Philippe Ambrosi
Senior Environmental Economist

World Bank Group Climate Change Action Plan 2016-2020

Adopted April 7, 2016, to help countries 
deliver on their Nationally-Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) and manage increasing 
climate impacts.

Ambitious 2020 targets in high-impact areas:

- clean energy,

- green transport,

- climate-smart agriculture,

- urban resilience, 

- climate finance.
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Source: Notre Dame Global Adaptation Index (ND-GAIN). Data for 2014  (latest year available)

Larger policy, institutional and capacity needs

Central Asia

South East Europe

South Caucasus

Western Balkans: Among the Most Vulnerable in ECA

Warming hot spots: more frequent heat waves, spanning as 
much as 80% of summer months in a 4ᵒC warmer world 

Droughts: 20% increase in number of Drought Days 

Aridity in summer: river discharge possibly reduced more 
than 45% by 2100

Crop Yields in Macedonia alone could drop by 50% by 2050 
with climate change

Winter and Spring Flood Risk to increase, esp. along the 
Danube, Sava, and Tisza

Hydropower under threat: such as in Albania where by 2050 
the annual average output from large hydropower plants 
could drop by 15%, and 20% for smaller plants

Health Risks: 20% increase in heat-related mortality and the 
growing threat of vector-borne diseases

Source: World Bank (2014).  Turn Down the Heat: Confronting the New Climate 
Normal

Examples of WB Support for Climate Resilience

Transport

• FYRM: National and Regional Roads 
Rehabilitation 

• BiH: Federation Road Sector 
Modernization Project 

• Joint Action Plan for Western Balkan Trade 
and Transport Facilitation

Water Resource Management

• Joint Flood Management in Sava River Basin
• GEF/SCCF Drina River Basin Management Project
• BiH: Drina Flood Protection Project 
• Albania: Water Resources and Irrigation Project 

Sustainable Land and Forest Mg’t

• Albania: Environmental Services Project
• BiH: Sustainable Forest and Landscape Management Project

Disaster-risk Management

• BiH Floods Emergency Recovery Project
• Serbia Floods Emergency Recovery 

Project
• Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility (CRIF) 
– AL, MK, SB

• CAT-DDO

An Assessment of 
Climate Change 
Vulnerability,
Risk, and 
Adaptation in 
Albania’s Energy 
Sector

Water and 
Climate 
Adaptation 
Plan for the 
Sava River 
Basin 
(WATCAP)

http://issuu.com/world.bank.europe.central.asia/docs/reducing_the_vulnerability_of_fyr_y
http://issuu.com/world.bank.europe.central.asia/docs/reducing_the_vulnerability_of_fyr_y
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http://www.worldbank.org/climatechange

Our response to the challenge 
of climate change will define 
the legacy of our generation.  
The stakes have never been 
higher.

Dr. Jim Yong Kim, President, 
World Bank Group


