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Coordination of the PoM at the 
international river basin level. 

Case study Danube
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Coordination within the frame of DRPC

The development of the Danube RBMP

SWMIs in the Danube River Basin
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Coordination within the frame of 
Danube River Protection Convention

In the Danube River Basin (DRB) the countries cooperate in the frame of the 
Convention for the Protection of the Danube River (1994). 

The International Commission for the Protection of Danube River (ICPDR) was 
established in 1998 and coordinates all the activities in the frame of this 
Convention, being responsible for the implementation of the WFD in the DRB 
and the elaboration of the DRBMP(published at the end of 2009). 

For transboundary catchments (e.g. Sava River basin, Tisza River Basin, 
Danube Delta) the management plans are elaborated under ICPDR 
coordination based on the contribution of the countries sharing the 
catchment. 

For the Tisza River Basin the Management Plan was finalized in 2010, while 
for the Danube Delta the Article 5 has been finalized in 2014. 
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Development of the Danube RBM Plan 

ICPDR

ensures basin-wide coordination 

and harmonisation of RBM Plan

Danube River Basin Management Plan

National /sub-basins/sub-

units Plans (part B and C) 

and Contributions for part A

ICPDR Secretariat

prepares Roof 

RBM Plan

Danube Countries

 National tasks

 Harmonise with neighbours 

 National/sub-basins/sub-

units RBM Plan 

Roof RBM Plan

- Part A

Public information and 

consultation process
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Structure of the Danube River District Management Plan

Competent authorities

Part A

Part B

Part C

Competent authorities

Part A

Part B

Part C

Part A

Part B

Part C

Part A – District (international) level 

Part B – National level and/or internationally coordinated sub-basin level 
for selected sub-basins (Tisza, Sava, Prut, Danube Delta)

Part C –Sub-basin/sub-unit level (11 in Romania)

Competent 

authorities

Development of the Danube RBM Plan 
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Germany

Austria

Czech Republic

Slovakia

Hungary

Slovenia

Croatia

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Serbia

Montenegro

Romania

Bulgaria

Rep. of Moldova

Ukraine

European Union

ICPDR
Contracting Parties

– EU Member States (9)

– Non-EU Member States (5)
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Danube River
Protection Convention

signed 29 June 1994, Sofia (Bulgaria)

Protection of water & 

ecological resources

Sustainable use

of water

Reduce nutrients & 

hazardous substances

ICPDR coordinates implementation of 
EU Water Framework Directive & EU Floods 

Directive on basin-wide level

Manage floods

& ice hazards
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Significant Water Management Issues 

Organic 

Pollution

Nutrient 

Pollution

Hazardous 

Substances Pollution
Hydromorphological

Alterations

• Re-discussed every 6 years (2 years before deadline for next River Basin 
Management Plan)
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ICPDR and EU WFD

• WFD is an EU Directive and therefore legally binding for 9 EU Member 

States, and 5 Non-EU Member States

• WFD Article 3(5): “appropriate coordination with relevant non-EU Member 

States shall be endeavoured for achieving WFD objectives”

• Political commitment from non-EU Member States to make all efforts to 

achieve coordinated River Basin Management Plan
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2011/12
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Analysis Report - Examples
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Monitoring results

Assessment of Ecological Status

„One out all out principle“

Overall status is determined 
by quality element which is 

in worst condition

Ecological 
status/potential

Phytoplankton

Macrophytes/Ph
ytobenthos

Benthic Invertebrates

Fish

General physico-chemical 
conditions

Specific pollutants
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Thank you!


