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Background documents

― Good Environmental Status (GES) - Background 
document
― Links between MSFD and other EU Directives -
Background document
― HANDOUT 1 Key issues and messages for landlocked 
countries
― HANDOUT 2 MSFD Overview
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Reference documens (1)

―EU – MSFD doc
―JRC doc
― DOCIME2010 Commission Decision on criteria and methodological standards on good 
environmental status (GES) of marine waters - to facilitate a coherent and harmonious 
implementation of the MSFD within the EU. 
― ICES. 2014. Report of the Workshop to review the 2010 Commission Decision on criteria and 
methodological standards on good environmental status (GES) of marine waters ; Descriptor 4 
Foodwebs, 26-27 August 2014, ICES Headquarters, Denmark. ICES CM 2014\ACOM:60. 23 pp.
― ICES. 2014. Report of the Working Group on the Ecosystem Effects of Fishing Activities (WGECO), 
8–15 April 2014, Copenhagen, Denmark. ICES CM 2014/ACOM:26. 174 pp.
― ICES. 2014. Report of the Workshop to develop recommendations for potentially useful Food 
Web Indicators (WKFooWI), 31 March–3 April 2014, ICES Headquarters, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
ICES CM 2014\ACOM:48. 75 pp.
― ICES. 2013. Report of the Working Group on the Ecosystem Effects of Fishing Activities (WGECO), 
1–8 May 2013, Copenhagen, Denmark. ICES CM 2013/ACOM:25. 117 pp.
― HELCOM, 2012. Development of a set of core indicators : Interim report of the HELCOM 
CORESET project. PART B : Descriptions of the indicators. Balt. Sea Environ. Proc. No. 129 
B.BSEP129B

http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/acom/2014/WKGMSFDD4/WKGMSFDD4%20Final%20Report%202014.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/acom/2014/WGECO/wgeco_2014.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/acom/2014/WKFooWI/01%20WKFooWI%20-%20Report%20of%20the%20Workshop%20to%20develop%20recommendations%20for%20potentially%20useful%20Food%20Web%20Indicators.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/acom/2013/WGECO/wgeco_2013_final.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP129B.pdf
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Reference documens (2)

― ICES. 2012. Report of the Working Group on THE Ecosystem Effects of Fishing 
Activities (WGECO), 11–18 April 2012, Copenhagen, Denmark. ICES CM 
2012/ACOM:26. 192 pp.
―Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF). 2012. 
Development of the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM) in 
European seas (STECF-12-12). Edited by Didier Gascuel, Ralf Döring, Andrew 
Kenny & Jean-Noël Druon. European Commission & Joint Research Centre. EUR 
25415 EN 174 pp.
―iCES. 2011. Report of the Working Group on the Ecosystem Effects of Fishing 
Activities (WGECO), 13–20 April, Copenhagen, Denmark. ICES CM 
2011/ACOM:24. 166 pp.
― Rogers, S., M. Casini, P. Cury, M. Heath, X. Irigoien, H. Kuosa, M. Scheidat, H. 
Skov, K. Stergiou, V. Trenkel, J. Wikner & O. Yunev. 2010. Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive - Task Group 4 Report Food webs. European Commission, 
Joint Research Centre & International Council for the Exploration of the Sea. 
EUR 24343 EN 55 pp.

http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/acom/2012/WGECO/wgeco_2012.pdf
http://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/43805/264377/2012-07_STECF+12-12+-+EAFM+report+_EWG+11-13_JRC73147.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/acom/2011/WGECO/wgeco_final_2011.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/pdf/4-Task-group-4.pdf
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1) The Commission Decision on GES which sets out specific criteria and 
indicators for each of the 11 GES Descriptors which Member States must 
follow when developing their national GES targets and indicators. 

2) The Common Understanding of Articles 8, 9 and 10 jointly drafted by the 
EC and Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Romania, Sweden and the UK. 
The document provides a common understanding of the development of 
the initial requirements of the MSFD in a comparable and assessment and 
GES characteristics and associated targets and indicators (Articles 8, 9 and 
10) to aid Member States in implementing the consistent way.

3) Informal guidance document on Economic and Social Analysis for the 
Initial Assessment prepared by the Working Group on Economic and Social 
Analysis
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