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Short term action plans  

according to Directive 2008/50/EC 

Source: http://www.picdepollution.be  
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Short term action plans 
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 Requirements 

 Sites “at risk” 

 Best practices 

 Features of a good short-term action plan 

 Contents of a good short-term action plan 

Source: Austria Presse Agentur Source: Getty images 



Short term action plans – requirements I 
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 Article 24 of the Directive 2008/50/EC specifies the 

obligations of Member States and the Commission with 

respect to short-term action plans (STAP). 

 Where there is a risk of exceeding the alert thresholds 

Member States shall draw up a short-term action plan 

 Where limit values and target values are exceeded 

Member States may produce  STAP 

 For ozone, MSs need to produce a STAP where there is 

significant potential to reduce the exceedance 



Short term action plans – requirements II 
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 Measures should be effective means of control, or 

suspend activities leading to the exceedance 

 Measures should control 

 Motor vehicle traffic 

 Construction works 

 Ships at berth 

 Industrial plants and products 

 Domestic heating 

 May include specific actions to protect sensitive population groups 

 Available to the public 

 



Short term action plans – sites “at risk” 
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 CAFE Nr 2003/1 “Necessity to prepare action plans to 
reduce the duration of exceedances of alert thresholds 
(Art 7(3), 96/62/EC)”. Need least 5 years of data and: 

 If no value exceeds 80% of the alert threshold, there is no risk of 

exceedance. 

 If fewer data are available (1 - 4 years), there is no risk of exceedance if 

no level higher than 65% of the alert value was recorded. 

 If values exceed 80% of the alert threshold, the “exceedance” will be 

checked if it was affecting an area larger than 100km2 (or covering a 

whole zone). 

 Guidance can be downloaded here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/cafe/pdf/working_groups/acti

on_plans_necessity.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/cafe/pdf/working_groups/action_plans_necessity.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/cafe/pdf/working_groups/action_plans_necessity.pdf


Short term action plans – best practices 
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 Study in 2012 for the European 

Commission by AEA Technology plc and 

Umweltbundesamt GmbH on the best 

practices on short term action plans  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/legislation/pdf/SC5_Task 1_report.pdf


PM10 alert thresholds 
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PM10 alert thresholds contd. 
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Short term action in time extension 
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Inventory of short term action plans 
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Short term action plans – implementation 
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 Who is responsible? 

 What actions will be taken? 

 When will the actions be initiated or terminated? 

 Where will the measures be applied? 

 Why are the measures applied? 

 

Clear guidance and criteria are necessary! 



Short term action plans – content I 
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Source: AEA Technology & Umweltbundesamt (2012) 



Short term action plans – content II 
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Source: AEA Technology & Umweltbundesamt (2012) 
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Conclusions 
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Short term action plans 

 are a possible tool for Air Quality Management 

 Development needs quantitative information on pollution 

levels, emission sources and their spatial distribution 

 Planning and implementation of measures needs 

collaboration with many stakeholders 

 Regular evaluation necessary to check effect of measures 

and impact on air quality situation 

 



Contact & Information 

Iris Buxbaum 

+43-1-31304-5964, iris.buxbaum@umweltbundesamt.at 

Christian Nagl 

+43-1-31304-5866, christian.nagl@umweltbundesamt.at 

Beth Conlan, Ricardo-AEA 

+44 (0)870 190 6440, Beth.Conlan@ricardo-aea.com  

16 

Umweltbundesamt 
www.umweltbundesamt.at 

TAIEX-ECRAN MultiCountry Regional Workshop on Air Quality 

Podgorica ■ 29.9 to 1.10.2014 

mailto:iris.buxbaum@umweltbundesamt.at
mailto:christian.nagl@umweltbundesamt.at
mailto:Beth.Conlan@ricardo-aea.com
mailto:Beth.Conlan@ricardo-aea.com
mailto:Beth.Conlan@ricardo-aea.com


Short term action plans – rationale 
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A good short-term action plan should show: 

 At risk of exceedance of alert threshold or limit values 

 Most appropriate sources of emission targeted 

 Measures will be effective 

 Legal basis for action 



Short term action plans – examples of 
implemented measures 
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 Measures to control traffic emissions 

 Speed limits 

 Driving restrictions 

 Free public transport 

 Road cleaning 

 Non-traffic measures   

 Restrictions on heating and wood burning 

 Restrictions on industrial emissions 

 Restrictions on construction activities 



Short term action plans – monitoring and 
evaluation 
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 How will the effectiveness of the taken measures 

monitored and evaluated? 

 

 

Source: UBZ Steiermark 


