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ECRAN ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE FORUM (ECF): 

Activity 1.1

ANNUAL MEETING

Date: March 30 – April 1, 2016

Brussels,, Belgium

Background: Annual Meetings build on the outcomes of all Environment and Climate Forum (ECF) activities. The event represents the key opportunity for the civil society to get engaged into dialogue with representatives of the European Commission, as well as with Brussels based institutions and organisations. 
In the same time, the meeting allows for NGOs to self-organize, it aims to provide state-of-the art information on EU policies and legislation, to develop capacities of NGOs, and to allow time for bilateral meetings. Following preparatory steps at country level, the organisation of the annual meetings also builds on the outcomes of 7 conducted in-country preparatory meetings and wider consultations. 
Key objectives of the meeting:

 (i)
To generate and disseminate information (to NGO community, relevant stakeholders and society) on the recent development in the EU, planned climate and environmental policies and legislation and up-to-date evaluation of progress and bottlenecks in the EU accession process from the EC and Brussels based organisations perspective;

(ii)
To increase capacities of the regional NGOs to participate actively in EU enlargement, identify space for activities and enhance regional dimension of cooperation;

(iii)
To bring points and concerns of civil society into the attention to the EU and relevant institutions and discuss how to address issues and cases identified by the NGOs the enlargement process;

Participants: Representatives of 21 NGOs selected for ECF-ECRAN, Representatives of the European Commission, Brussels based Green 10 NGOs (EEB, HEAL, CAN), European Social and Economic Committee, ECF Support Team and ECRAN experts. 
Expected Results of the meeting: 

· Strengthening the knowledge base of ECF NGOs on EU institutions, the EU climate change and environment policies and legislation, policy processes and in-depth understanding of upcoming opportunities and challenges;
· In-depth understanding of possibilities and potential challenges for non-state actors involvement, how to engage civil society and public to participate and monitor progress in the EU enlargement process;

· Feedback of the EC on the process, issues and cases identified as challenging by the NGOs in the accession process;
AGENDA

March 29, 2016 evening/March 30 morning: Arrival
March 30, 2016:  European Economic and Social Committee, European Parliament 
	Start
	Finish
	Topic
	Facilitator/Speaker/Activities

	9.00
	9.15
	Meeting at European Economic and Social Committee

	Richard FILCAK (ECRAN)
Rue Belliard 99, 1040 Brussels 

	09.30
	12.00
	Public hearing for REX 459

Energy Policy
Presentation of ECF NGOs position  

Individual meetings with EESC (TBC)
	EESC and NGOs 
ECF common position: Cem İskender Aydın (TEMA Turkey)


	12.00
	13.30
	Lunch break
	

	13.30
	15.30
	Visit to the European Parliament 
	The group meets at 13.00 at visitors' entrance of the Paul Henri-Spaak building (PHS) on rue Wiertz
Meeting with MP tbc

	15.30
	
	Wrap up pf the day and free program for NGOs


March 31, 2016: In Hotel meeting room 
	Start
	Finish
	Topic
	Facilitator/Speaker

	9.30
	10:00
	Opening, round of intro,  agenda approval 
	Richard FILCAK (ECRAN) and ECF NGOs



	10.00
	10.45
	THEMATIC SESSION 1: Energy, heath and environment – how to build agenda for policy work and campaigns? 
	Vlatka Matkovic Puljic  (Health & Environment Alliance - HEAL)

Climate Action Network 

	10.45
	11.00
	Coffee break

	11.00
	12.00
	THEMATIC SESSION 2: Post – Paris and climate change: NGO perspectives
	Roland Joebst (European Environmental Bureau)

	12.00
	13.30
	Lunch break 

	13.30
	17.30
	NGO session and self organisation 
	Updates and amendments to the Work plan for the 2016, enhancement of regional cooperation, post – ECRAN plans

	Individual dinner and NGO program 


April 1, 2016: DG ENV — Directorate-General for the Environment. Avenue de Beaulieu 5/ 1160 Bruxelles
	Start
	Finish
	Topic
	Facilitator/Speaker

	9.00
	09:20
	Welcome and opening
	Helen McCarthy 

Deputy Head of Unit

European Commission, DG Environment, 

International, Regional and Bilateral Relations Unit

	09.20
	09.50
	Priorities for enlargement
	Niocola Bertolini
Head of Civil Society and Social Inclusion section

European Commission, DG Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations

Western Balkans Regional Cooperation and Programmes Unit

	09.50
	10.20
	The EU Action Plan against Wildlife trafficking
	Helge Zeitler / Gael De Rotalier 

Policy Officer

European Commission, DG Environment

Global Sustainability, Trade and Multilateral Unit

	10.20
	10.45
	Coffee break

	11.45
	11.15
	Circular economy package


	Maja Mikosinska
Policy Officer
European Commission, DG Environment, 

International, Regional and Bilateral Relations Unit

	11.14
	12.45
	Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
	Ivana Mijatovic Cernos

Policy Officer

DG Climate Action

International and Inter-institutional Relations Unit

	12.45
	13.00
	Closing discussion
	

	13.00
	14.00
	Lunch (individual) and departure 


[image: image2.jpg]* %%

* ¥ %

* 4




[image: image3.jpg]human
dynamics

public sector consulting



[image: image2.jpg] 
                               

                    [image: image3.jpg]

