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Guiding principles aim to:

 support adaptation for a wide range of 
situations and actors

 bridge the gap between comprehensive 
guidelines and abstract adaptation principles 

 provide assistance to adaptation planners and 
decision makers when dealing with the 
challenges of adaptation 



Set of guiding principles for good adaptation

 Available on the 
internet!

LINK: 
http://acm.eionet.europa.eu/docs/
ETCACC_TP_2010_6_guiding_princ
iples_cc_adaptation.pdf

http://acm.eionet.europa.eu/docs/ETCACC_TP_2010_6_guiding_principles_cc_adaptation.pdf


10 guiding principles for good adaptation

 GP 1 Initiate adaptation, ensure commitment and management
 GP 2 Build knowledge and awareness
 GP 3 Identify & cooperate with relevant stakeholders
 GP 4 Work with uncertainties
 GP 5 Explore potential climate change impacts and vulnerabilities and 

identify priority concerns 
 GP 6 Explore a wide spectrum of adaptation options
 GP 7 Prioritise adaptation options
 GP 8 Modify existing policies, structures and processes
 GP 9 Avoid maladaptation 
 GP 10 Monitor & evaluate systematically



10 guiding principles for good adaptation

 GPs are strongly interlinked and should be applied 
in an integrated way

 Importance of each GP depends on: 
 the level of decision-making
 the specific (e.g. regional) condition
 the planning stage



List of guiding principles in context with the 
stages of the adaptation process



Conclusions

 Basis: current scientific thinking and expert experience
 Guiding principles:  

 indicate key success factors and give direction on how they 
can be put into practice

 structure the complexity inherent when dealing with 
adaptation 

 provide a common basis for coordinated adaptation 
activities

 help to identify good practice examples in adaptation 

 suggest a framework in which adaptation should take place



Guiding principles for adaptation – Austrian NAS

 Available in chapter 8 
of the Austrian NAS 
Context

LINK: 
http://www.bmlfuw.gv.at/u
mwelt/klimaschutz/klimapol
itik_national/anpassungsstr
ategie/strategie-
kontext.html

http://www.bmlfuw.gv.at/umwelt/klimaschutz/klimapolitik_national/anpassungsstrategie/strategie-kontext.html


Guiding principles for adaptation – Austrian NAS

 Assume responsibility
 Share information
 Foster cooperation
 Work with uncertainties
 Prioritize climate change impacts
 Employ a wide range of adaptation options
 Prioritize adaptation measures
 Integrate into existing instruments and structures
 Avoid conflicts of objectives and interests
 Establish a system for monitoring and evaluation



Guiding principles for adaptation – Austrian NAS

 Measures for adaptation to climate change in all 
areas for action should be oriented on the 
principles of sustainable development in order 
to consider and balance social, economic, and 
ethical aspects.

 Beneficiaries guiding principles:
 ….
 …



Contact & Information

Markus Leitner
Environmental Impact Assessment and Climate Change
markus.leitner@umweltbundesamt.at

Environment Agency Austria
www.umweltbundesamt.at

mailto:markus.leitner@umweltbundesamt.at
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/
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